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THE  AMERICAN  YOUTH  FOUNDATION,  3930  Lindell  Boulevard,  St.  Louis  8,  Mo. 

i MARCH  1945 

I Hello  1945  Miniwanca  Campers,  it  won*t  be  long  ncv/l  April,  May,  and  then  June, 
i and  when  we  come  to  June,  the  20th  is  Just  around  the  corner  ••  and  that  means 

: Miniwanca,  and  five  great  weeks  of  camping  at  its  best, 

■;  Big  plans  for  the  summer  are  under  way.  On  the  last  Saturday  in  January,  Wadjepi, 
i Joe  Whitwam,  Rog,  Allen  and  Frank  Guthrie  held  a big  program-planning  pow-wow  at 
; the  Morrison  Hotel  in  Chicago,  and  we  can  let  you  in  on  the  secret  that  big  doings 
I are  being  scheduled  this  summer  for  Camp  Miniv/anca, 

i Everybody  in  the  planning  group  was  enthusiastic.  Every  once  in  a while  Rog  or 
i Frank  would  exclaim  - "The  fellows  will  all  like  that",  or  "that  will  be  a fine 
i addition  to  the  camp  program",  or  some  similar  remark, 

I It  won*t  do  at  this  time  to  let  you  in  on  these  program  changes.  You  don*t  want 

; to  hear  the  details  anyway,  for  we  know  you  would  rather  v^rait  until  camp  time 

: comes,  and  then  be  agreeably  surprised.  But  we  will  say  that  some  of  these  changes 
i and  innovations  will  take  place  the  very  first  night  of  camp,  and  they  will  be  con- 
i tinned  right  on  through  the  five  weeks  that  you  will  be  at  Camp  Miniwanca, 

|So,  get  yourself  set  for  one  of  the  finest  Camps  in  Y,  B,  and  Pre-Senior  history, 

I and  I have  a feeling  that  you  are  not  going  to  be  disappointed, 

I After  the  big  Conference  at  the  Morrison  Hotel,  Yfadjepi  took  the  night  train  for 
: Muskegon  and  Camp  Miniwanca,  for  the  purpose  of  chocking  up  on  a lot  of  details 
jin  connection  with  the  big  camping  program  of  the  coming  summer.  It  snowed  all 
I through  the  day  of  the  visit  to  camp  and  the  ground  v/as  covered  t > a depth  of  ten 
I or  twelve  inches.  Stony  Lake  was  covered  with  12  to  14"  of  thick  ice.  Some  of 
I the  residents  of  Stony  Lake  were  at  work  cutting  ice  which  they  were  putting  away 
I for  next  summer,  A number  of  little  fishing  shacks  were  out  on  the  ice,  b\rt  the 
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i weather  was  a little  too  cold  to  do  any  fishing.  It  is  a lot  of  fun  fishing  through 
; the  ice  and  some  times  the  fishermen  make  big  hauls, 

: A big  flock  of  ducks  were  swimming  arovmd  in  the  water  in  Stony  Creek,  One  of  the 
i ducks,  a big  Red  Head,  took  off  while  we  were  crossing  the  camp  bridge.  He  flew 
^ straight  for  the  bridge.  We  thought  he  was  g >ing  to  fly  under  it  but  he  rose  up 
I sharply  as  he  neared  the  bridge  and  passed  directly  over  our  heads.  If  we  had  had 
: a ten  foot  pole  with  a not  on  the  end,  we  could  probably  have  landed  that  Red  Head, 

; without  firing  a shot, 

; And  speaking  of  ducks  and  wild  life  around  Stony  Lake,  campers  will  be  interested 
i to  knov^  that  during  the  deer-hunting  season  twelve  big  bucks  were  shot  in  the 
; countryside  immediately  surrounding  Camp  Miniwanca,  A "deer  run"  meandered  through 
; the  little  pine  grove  at  Maplecrest  Cottage,  across  the  road  and  down  through  the 
i creek,  up  the  bank  and  over  the  dune,  on  to  the  camp  property,  near  the  point  whore 
; the  old  pottery  plant  was  located.  Camp  Miniwanca  is  full  of  doer,  foxes  and  other 
i wild  game,  due  to  the  fact  that  the  camp  is  a State  Game  Preserve,  and  no  shooting 
i can  be  done  on  the  camp  property,  Y ju  v/ild  bird  experts  will  have  a big  time  this 
I summer  checking  up  on  bird  life  on  the  camp  property.  As  many  as  some  seventy  birds 
^ have  been  identified  in  one  day,  vmthin  the  boundaries  of  Camp  Miniwanca, 

: And  fishing  - just  how  good  a fisherman  are  you?  Miniwinca  boys  caught  many  fish 
; last  summer.  And  there  are  big  fellows  in  Stony  Lake,  if  you  are  good  enough  to 
i snare  them.  One  Stony  Lake  resident  last  surtimor  landed  a twenty  pounder.  Bring 
I your  fishing  tackle  along;  there  is  an  "interest  group"  in  fishing  and  there  is  no 
! reason  why  you  should  not  have  a real  "fish  fry"  if  y>u  want  to  cook  your  own  fish 
i right  out  in  the  open, 

i AS  YOU  KNO\Y,  at  Camp  Miniwanca  every  boy  is  included  in  every  activity.  That  means 
i that  you  are  never  loft  out  of  anything  that  is  being  planned.  From  the  very  open- 
; ing  day  of  camp,  you  belong  to  a tribe  and  your  tribe  competes  with  the  other  tribes 
i in  the  camp,  and  everything  a boy  does  counts  for  his  tribe.  No  need  to  wonder 
i whether  you  will  be  in  on  things  - or  whether  you  will  be  on  a team,  or  whether 
: you  will  be  chosen  for  this  or  that.  No.  indeodl  Every  boy  is  a "key"  boy  in  his 
: tribe  and  the  points  he  wins  may  be  just  enough  to  win  the  Tribal  Shield,  This  is 
i a great  Miniwanca  way  of  doing  things  and  you  vdll  like  it,  believe  me, 

; And,  there  are  some  mighty  fine  records  for  you  to  shoot  at,  no  matter  whether  you 
i are  a husky  Pre-Senior  or  an  eleven  or  tv/elve  year  old  camper  who  may  be  in  camp 
■;  for  the  first  time.  In  your  recreation  and  games  and  play  you  are  always  working 
; with  your  own  ago  group,  so  you  see,  you  have  a chance  to  compare  yourself  with 
: boys  of  your  own  age  and  development.  And  it  is  surprising  how  many  boys  are  much 
i better  than  they  think  they  are.  In  fact,  every  year  there  are  boys  who  vdn  events 
; and  even  make  new  camp  records,  who  never  before  took  part,  for  example,  in  a track 
; meet.  And  are  they  surprised  and  delighted  when  they  find  out  how  well  they  can 
I do, 

; HERE  ARE  A FEIY  CAl^IP  RECORDS ; For  boys  11-12  years  of  age  - 50  yard  dash  6,9  seconds, 

! made  in  1942,  Hi  gin  Jump  4 ’5",  made  in  1943,  Baseball  Throw  176  feet,  made  in  1940, 
i Hop,  Stop  and  Jump  17’  made  in  1945,,.., For  boys  15-14  years  old,  75  yard  dash 

: 8.7  seconds,  made  in  1943,  High  Jump  4*  10",  made  in  1941.  Shot  Put  36*  6", 
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;made  in  1944.  Bc^seball  Throw  246  feet,  made  in  1942,  For  boys  15-17  years  old  - 
; 100  yard  dash  11  seconds,  made  in  1941,  High  Jump  5’  ll”,  made  in  193?, . 8^  sKot 
Put  51»  4”,  made  in  1941.  Baseball  Throw  264  feet  made  in  1932,  And  v/ho  knows, 
you  may  set  a new  record  in  your  class.  But  the  idea  of  a new  record  isn*t  the 
big  thing  - the  really  big  idea  is  to  sot  a new  rec  nd  for  yoursolf,  and  scoop  up 
'a  lot  of  points  for  your  tribe,  for  the  tribal  competition  is  keen  and  you*ll  like 
; it. 

! i 

i NIGHTS  DOINGS  ARE  HIGH  POINTS  IN  THE  CAMP  PROGRAM  - Miniwanca  Square  Garden  is  one  : 

; of  the  really  big  events  of  the  Camp,  I know  that  statement  really  brings  you  old 
campers  to  your  feet,  and  you  boys  who  will  beect  Miniwanca  this  year  for  the  first 

itime,  you  have  a big  treat  in  store  for  you.  That  really  is  a great  show 

:Then  there  is  County  Fair  Day,  and  what  a DAY  that  is,  and  at  night  the  BI'G  CARNIVAIi 
: on  the  tennis  courts  caps  the  climax  - I ean  hardly  wait  till  I see  it  again.  The 
:night  of  the  Loaders’  Frolic  was  another  big  event  and  the  leaders  last  year  really; 
jdid  themselves  proud  - talk  about  melodrama  - and  how  vre  did  cheer  the  hero  and 
:hiss  the  villain.  And  those  ripping  night  games  - up  on  Old  Baldy  and  in  the  Black  i 
: Forest,  and  the  nights  on  the  sandy  shores  of  Lake  Michigan,  and  the  Beach  Parties 
jwhen  the  whole  camp  eats  supper  around  the  fire  near  the  waters  of  the  lakej  and 
Ithe  Camp  Fire  fun  in  Four  Way  Lodge,  OH  BOYl 

iDIRECTOR  JOE  WHUT'/AM  has^  number  of  new  program  tricks  up  his  sleeve  for  this 
I summer  for  both  day  and  night  events,  IrJhon  we  talked  over  some  of  these  new  ideas 
;I  could  feel  my  enthusiasm  mounting  and  I began  to  msh  that  canp  days  wore  hero 
;now.  Don’t  worry,  they  will  be  on  us  almost  before  we  know  it.  Director  Joe,  as 
;you  know,  has  been  , a member  of  the  leader  staff  of  the  American  Youth  Foundation  fori 
•■nearly  25  years.  During  this  time  ho  has  directed  the  Physical  and  Recreational 
iprogram  of  the  Older  Boys’  Leadership  Training  Camp,  and  believe  me,  he  sure  does 
;know  hie  stuff.  Ho  has  one  new  full  day  program  which  ho  is  going  to  introduce  thisi 

|year  which  you  boys  will  like  a lot  - it  sure  is  a honey.  But  more  about  that 

i later  and  we’ll  let  Joe  tell  it  to  us  in  his  own  words, 

9)e 

iHERE  are  A NUMBER  OF  THINGS  VfflICH  YOU  V/ILL  WANT  TO  SHARE  WITH  YOUR  PARENTS.  First,  ! 
;about  duffel  bags  and  camp  trunks  or  lockers,  A little  la.ter  on  full  information 
|will  be  sent  to  parents  regarding  your  camp  clothes  and  equipment.  Most  parents 
; already  have  the  information.  Some  like  to  use  duffel  bags*  others,  old  suitcases,  [ 
;and  still  others  prefer  small  flat  trunks.  In  a number  of  cases,  parents  have  had 
imade  a stout  plain  wood  box,  with  hinges  and  padlock,  and  this  is  good,  if  lumber 
; can  be  obtained.  Big  wardrobe  trunks  should  never  be  shipped  to  camp.  It  is  best 
|to  have  a trunk  or  box  that  will  slip  under  a cot,  the  height  of  vHiich  should  not 
|be  more  than  12^"  - length  does  not  matter,  (if  it  is  absolutely  impossible  to  get  ; 

:a  trunk  of  this  exact  size,  the  cot  can  be  elevated  vdth  blocks  to  the  required 

I height,) 

; \ ; 

I Our  next  suggestion  has  to  do  with  laundry  mailing  boxes.  The  la\mdry  situation 

i in  Michigan  is  the  same  as  elsewhere  - 'perhaps  a bit  worse,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
i Muskegon  is  a largo  war  industry  center.  For  the  past  two  years  parents  have  been  ; 

: mailing  a box  of  fresh  laundry  each  week,  and  the  camper  each  week  ret'urns  a box  of; 
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; soiled  clothes*  To  keep  this  exchange  working  on  schedule,  there  really  should  be  ; 
two  laundry  nailing  boxes  for  a family.  This  plan  of  weekly  exchange  of  laundry 
makes  it  unnecessary  to  ship  all  of  your  clothes  to  camp  at  the  start  of  the  camp- 
ing period.  It  is  suggested  that  parents  begin  now  to  look  around  for  laundry  mail- 
: ing  boxes.  This  is  the  safest  and  surest  way  to  ship  laxindry,  especially  on  the  re- 
turn trip  from  camp;  ofttimes  there  is  a shortage  of  wrapping  paper  and  twine,  and  ; 
very  often  the  campers  become  a bit  careless  in  tjd-ng  their  bundles, 

' NEXT  IS  THE  SIMPLE  WiTTER  OF  PING  PONG  BALLS.  The  camp  has  alv/ays  furnished  ping 
: pong  balls  to  campers  and  we  are  planning  to  do  it  again  this  summer,  as  usual. 

Our  sporting  goods  supply  house  thus  far  has  not  been  able  to  assiire  us  that  they 
• will  have  ping  pong  balls  for  us.  We  will  keep  on  trying.  Wo  do  have  some  on 
; hand  to  start  the  camping  season,  but  will  need  more.  We  should  like  to  suggest 
that  campers  pick  up  a few  balls  of  their  own,  in  local  stores,  so  that  they  are 
. sure  to  have  balls  on  hand  in  case  our  camp  order  is  cancelled  by  the  Sporting 
Goods  Company,  Usually,  a few  balls  can  bo  located  here  and  there  in  local  stores,; 

: This  is  just  a suggestion,  but  now  would  be  the  time  to  check  on  those  things, 

• 

; NEXT  IN  ORDER  IS  THE  MTTER  OF  CHERRY  PICKING,  As  part  of  our  Camp  Miniwanca  war-  i 
: t imo  s e rvi ce  ~pr ogr am,  for  the  past  two  summers  wo  have  been  helping  nearby  fruit  ; 

^ groYfors  in  the  harvesting  of  their  big  cherry  crop.  Last  summer,  Miniwanca  campers! 

; picked  approximately  90,000  pounds,  read  it  again,  40  tons  of  cherries.  It  was  a 
wonderful  piece  of  service  and  more  than  one  farmer  declared  that  ho  would  not  have; 
been  able  to  harvest  his  cherry  crop,  had  it  not  been  for  the  help  of  the  young  | 
people  from  Camp  Miniwanca,  As  long  as  the  war  continues  and  there  is  a shortage 
: of  farm  help,  wo  plan  to  continue  this  farm  service  program.  Details  v/ill  be  mail-; 

: ed  later  to  all  parents.  This  is  just  a bit  of  advance  information.  As  usual, 

: Y/e  will  require  the  signed  approval  of  parents  for  those  who  plan  to  pick  cherries,  ! 

I and  the  picking  will  be  limited  to  boys  of  13  and  over,  and  leaders.  Later,  when  ; 

; the  cherry  picking  season  is  on,  some  of  the  younger  boys  may  be  permitted  to  pick  ; 
for  a day  or  tvYO,  Yvlth  the  approval  of  their  parents.  More  later  on  cherry  picking; 

; A WORD  ABOUT  CivMPER  INSUPJvNCE.  This  plan  has  been  in  operation  for  two  years  and 
: we  are  ready  again  to  give  it  our  hearty  approval.  The  cost  is  low,  |5,00  for 
! the  five  week  camping  term,  with  a 24 -hour  .travel  coverage,  both  ways,  and  trips 
: away  from  camp  under  camp  direction.  Possible  accidents  during  cherry  picking  are  ! 

included.  The  limit  of  reimbursement  is  |^250  per  accident  and  flOO  for  sickness,  ; 

; No  one  anticipates  accidents  or  sickness  a.nd  the  Camp  Miniwanca  health  and  safety 
; record  is  an  enviable  one,  o.nd  we  shall  do  ever3rthing  in  our  power  to  keep  it  so,  ; 

: Coverage  of  this  kind,  hov/evor,  is  very  desirable  protection.  Full  details  will 
: be  sent  later,  including  the  name  and  address  of  the  Insuring  Company,  to  whom,  all  ! 

; applications  for  this  coverage  should  be  sent, 

; TRAVEL  FLilNS.  It  is  a bit  early  to  discuss  the  details  of  travel.  No  govern- 
; ment  directive  has  thus  far  been  issued  restricting  the  movements  of  boys  and  girls ; 
under  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  their  leaders,  to  summer  camps,  wSinco  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Y/ar,  charter  bus  privileges  have  been  accorded  young  people  under 
18  years  of  age  for  summer  camping  trips.  Application  for  these  privileges  for  o\u* ; 
campers,  bety/eon  Grand  Haven,  Michigan,  and  Carap  Miniwanca,  has  been  made,  and  it 
^ is  anticipated  that  our  travel  plans  will  be  very  much  as  they  have  been  during  I 
the  past  two  summers.  Full  details  regarding  travel  mil  later  be  sent  to  the 
: parents  of  all  registered  campers,  I 


HERE  ARE  GREETINGS  FROM  SOtffl  OF  YOUR  1945  CAMR  LEADERS. 
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! FROM  MINISINO*  "A  man  asked  me  the  other  day  if  I was  planning  on  being  at  Camp  | 
^ Miniwanca  again  this  summer,  and  I told  him  that  was  No,  1 on  my  summer  schedule* 

^ Yes  sir,  I wouldn^t  miss  it  for  anything.  For  years  now,  Mrs,  Danforth  and  I have 
^ looked  forward  to  the  annual  visit  of  the  Younger  Boy  and  Pre-Senior  Campers  to 
our  Cottage  and  workshop;  that’s  a big  night  for  all  of  us,  I am  asking  Wadjepi 
; to  bo  sure  to  have  some  of  that  wonderful  ice  cream  made  up  for  us  for  that  night,  ; 
: And,  of  course^  wo ’ll  all  want  to  see  the  collection  of  curios  and  relics  that  I 
: have  in  my  Workshop  from  all  over  the  world.  Now  I have  some  most  interesting  war  | 
; souvenirs  from  the  front  which  I’ll  be  taking  to  camp  with  me.  Com’  on  along, 

I I’ll  be  seeing  you,  - Minisino" 

; (NOTE  - Minisino  is  Mr,  Yfilliara  H,  Danforth,  President  of  The  American  Youth  Found-  ; 

I ation,  and  one  of  America’s  outstanding  businessmen,  Minisino  and  i/lrs,  Danforth 
; will  be  at  Comp  Miniwanca  for  several  weeks  during  the  term  of  the  Boys’  Camp,) 

i FROM  DAD  WAITE;  "Why  should  anyone  want  to  go  to  camp?  A.11  the  best  of  water- 

i sports?  Ye  si  Hotly  contested  games?  Yest  Good  eats  and  plenty  of  sleep?  Yesl 
: Because  of  big  yeses  for  these  and  a heap  of  other  things  it’s  going  to  bo  camp 
:•  for  me  at  Stony  Lake  this  symmer.  Lively  times  every  minute  I 

i And  equally  how  about  sitting  around  a fellowship-fire  at  story-telling  time  in 
I the  evening  getting  acquainted  with  people  who  have  done  real  things  and  made  real  j 
i records?  Won’t  it  be  a deal  of  fun  to  spend  a few  minutes  in  coming  to  know  who 
I it  was  that  said  of  another*  "I  could  carve  out  of  a banana  a backbone  as  stiff  as 

i his"?  Or,  about  the  man  who  "frem  peanuts,  peanut- she  11s,  peanut-husks ^ * 

I succeeded  in  making  no  less  than  t\YO-hundred-eighty-five  different  things  - all  of  | 
i them  useful  and  valuable"? 

[ What  do  you  say  about  meeting  a few  of  those  who  have  helped  to  make  our  old  world  | 

I a bettor  place  in  which  to  live?  \To’re  going  to  have  a lot  of  good  old-fashioned  4 
i story-telling  in  camp  this  summer  and  I am  getting  a big  thrill  out  of  the  fact 
I that  I am  privileged  to  be  one  of  your  story-tellers.  I’ll  bo  seeing  you  in  camp  4 
I "Dad" (Waite) 

i (note  "Dad"  Waite  is  one  of  The  Fomders  of  The  American  Youth  Foundation,  In 
; his  Syracuse  University  days  he  was  one  of  the  great  track  stars  of  the  country, 

; Dad  is  credited  with  being  the  man  who  taught  the  Galloping  Ghost,  Red  Grange,  how  I 
i to  run*  Dad  will  bo  vdth  us  for  the  full  fivp  weeks  of  Boys’  Camp*) 

I FROM  KODAYAt  "Hello  Fellows  I ’Thanks  a million*  for  the  Christmas  Greetings  so 

i many  of  you  sent  mo.  They  helped  make  this  po.st  season  a Specially  glad  one  for  me* 

i And  now,  think  of  itj  Four  swift  months,  and  we’ll  be  at  Miniv/anca  again.  And 
i what  a camp  this  one  promises  to  bo;  - full  to  the  brim  and  running  over  with 

j campers  old  and  nev/j  leaders  tried  and  true,  and  new  ones  with  new  ideas,  new  fun, 

i new  pep^  new  projects,  games,  contests,  ©rafts  - all  enriching  and  enlarging  the  i 
: old  program,  i 

! And  new  songs,  rounds,  chanties,  choruses,  ontiphonals,  rollicking  sv/inging  full- 
; throated  tunes  that  will  make  the  girls’  camp  sit  up  and  listen,  L''adjepi  assures 
[ me  the  schedules  are  going  to  be  arranged  so  that  I can  be  with  you  a longer  time 
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I every  day  thaji  I was  able  to  last  summer.  And  am  I tickled?  i 

i If  nature  dreams  at  all,  - Miniwanca,  Michigan,  and  Stony,  asleep  imder  the  'winter*^ 
^ snows,  must  surely  be  dreaming  of  the  new  sxjmmer  ahead.  They  mil  be  all  through 
I with  the  thrills  and  troubles  of  their  own  Springtime  Av/akenings,  I'jhen  we  get 
I there  wo* 11  find  them  awaiting  us,  all  washed  and  dressed  and  in  the  full  tide  of 
I their  powers  and  charms,  /jid  we*ll  be  all  at  it  again,  camping  gloriously  in  our 
i Fourfold  V/ay,  and  bringing  each  day  to  that  quiet,  yet  wonderful  spiritual  climax,  i 
I which  we  all  look  forward  t 3 pn  Vesper  Dune,  in  sight  of  the  setting  sun  across 
; the  Shining  Sea,  | 

; Here’s  my  hand  on  it.  1*11  be  seeing  you  at  Miniwanca  in  Jutiel  - Kodaya" 

i (NOTE  - "Kodaya'*  is  well  known  to  all  old  campers.  He  is  known  to  the  white  man 
: as  Dr,  0*  IV,  Warmingham,  but  in  camp  you  always  call  him  Kodaya,  He  will  spend 
' a lot  of  time  in  the  Boys*  Camp  and  this  summer  he  is  going  to  teach  us  many  new 
i comp  songs.  Get  ready  to  sing  lustily  with  Kodaya,) 

; FROM  ROGER  ALLEN:  "Hi  fellows;  I*m  happy  to  send  you  my  greeting  along  with  this 
^ issue  ot  The  Trail,  This  issue  -will  probably  have  some  of  the  greatest  nows  you*ve! 

: heard  in  a 1 ong  time , You  see,  a few  weeks  ago,  Tmdjepi  and  Joe  \7hitwam  (our  new 

: Y,  B,  Director)  met  here  in  Chicago,  I joined  them  in  their  discussions  and  plans  ; 

for  Y,  B,  this  sioramer.  All  I can  say  is  that  you  fellows  are  really  going  to  have  ; 

: the  time  of  your  life, 

: Perhaps  you  think  Y,  B,  has  been  just  about  "tops",  I agree  with  you,  but  this  | 

; year  promises  to  bo  a year  you*  11  never  forget,  I have  never  heard  so  many  nev/ 

^ ideas  and  plans  in  all  my  lifo  as  I did  at  that  Chicago  meeting.  Take  it  from  mo,  : 

: Joe  LHitwam  is  a real  fellowl  He*s  had  years  of  Miniwanca  experience  in  both 
, Younger  Boys*  and  Older  Boys*  Camps,  and  he  has  some  exciting  plans  for  Y*  B*  If  | 
i I told  you  what  some  of  them  are,  you*d  be  at  Miniwanca  a couple  of  v/oeks  ahead 
: of  tirae^  Let  them  be  surprises  until  you  get  there.  You’ll  have  plenty  to  write 
in  your  letters  home  this  summer,  • - 

^ In  the  meantime,  buckle  down  to  your  studies  at  school,  and  then  after  school  — - 
: ON  TO  MINL'ANCAI  — - ^ 

Yoiu"  friend,  Roger  Allen."  : 

: ("ROG"  has  been  a Boys’  Camp  Leader  for  the  past  four  years  and  campers  and  loaders; 
alike  all  agree  that  "Rog"  is  tops.  As  Darer  Unit  Leader  and  the  head  of  the  Ideals 
Department,  Rog  Allen  has  made  an  enviable  record  for  himself  in  the  camps  of  The 

American  Youth  Foundation,  It  is  a great  privilege  to  camp  with  men  like  Rog  Allen) 

FROM  JOE  ViHIT.fAM;  "Hi  Campers;  It’s  just  four  short  months  until  we  will  all  be 
meeting  for  a grand  camping  experience  at  Camp  Miniwanca  on  the  shore  of  Lake  I 

Michigan  and  Stony  Lake.  Even  now,  in  February  here  in  Michigan  the  snow  is  melt-  ; 
ing  and  the  hint  of  spring  is  in  the  air,  ’Te  have  had  s me  beautiful  sunny  days 
that  seem  to  foretell  the  June  and  July  ahead,  ? 

: V.'e  look  forward  with  keen  anticipation  to  the  competition  between  the  various 
tribes  of  the  Darers,  Doers  and  Pre-Seniors  - and  this  year  to  the  added  com- 
^ petition  between  the  Nations,  in  tribal  games,  on  the  waterfront  and  in  night’s 

■ doings.  Just  wait  until  you  take  part  in  some  of  the  new  activities  that  are  i 


/ 


/ 

i 
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planned  to  make  your  summer  a memorable  one^ 

?fho  of  us  can  ever  forget  the  beautiful  sunsets  over  Lake  Michigan,  or  the  in- 
spirational classes  in  Ideals,  or  the  wonderful  vespers,  or  our  handicraft  work, 
or  any  number  of  other  experiences  and  activities.  Each  day  is  so  full  of  in- 
teresting and  worthwhile  things  to  do* 

I look  forward  eagerly  to  the  time  when  I may  greet  each  one  of  you  and  wolccSme 
you  to  a camping  period  of  five  happy,  healthy,  friendly  weeks  at  Miniwanca. 

— Joe  TJhitwam 

(joe  is  one  of  the  mainstays  of  Camp  Miniwanca  and  has  the  longest  consecutive 
record  of  service  of  all  men  loaders*  He  is  the  head  of  the  Physical  Education 
Department  of  the  schools  of  Niles,  Michigan,  and  he  sure  knows  his  stuff.  Under 
Director  Joe*s  leadership  the  Boys®  Can^)  will  this  summer  have  a top-flight  pro- 
gram of  physical  and  recreational  activities*  Ho  are,  indeed,  fortunate  to  have 
Joe  liThitwam  as  the  Director  of  the  1945  ,Boys®  Camp*) 

A FINE  GROUP  OF  LEADERS  IS  BEING  LINED  UP- FOR  Y.  B,  AND  PRE-SENIOR  CAMP.  So  far, 
twenty  of  the  leaders  who  have  been  signed  up  are  men  who  have  previously  attended 
Camp  Minivranca,  either  as  a leader  in  Y*  B«  or  Pre-Senior,  or  as  a senior  camper 
in  0®  B*  - which  to  the  new  camper  means  Older  Boys*  Camp.  These  leaders  repre- 
sent a widespread  of  interests'  which  moans  that  the  program  details  of  the  camp 
will  be  in  good  hands.  The  leaders  are  on  their  toes,  eager  for  camp  days  to  roll 
’round*  Old  campers  •will  recall  the  great  baseball  games  on  the  Fom*th  of  July 
between  the  campers  and  leaders  - there  were  three  such  games  last  year,  and  the 
leaders  won  aj.!  of  them*  Well  now,  who  knows,  this  may  be  the  campers*  BIG  YEAR. 

It  has  been  done. the  campers  have  beaten  the  loaders  a number  of  times,  1*11 
be  pulling  for  the  Camper  Teams  this  year  and  - well,  I*m  the  umpire,  so  came  on 
campers  give  me  a good  game  to  \ampire,  and  here*s  hoping  you  take  those  loaders 
for  a ride® 

At  this  Easter  Time,  may  the  spirit  of  the  Great  Leader  bo  with  each  one  of  you. 
These  are  tremendously  important  days  for  each  one  of  us  individually,  and  for 
our  co\mtry»  As  a Miniwanca  Camper,  old  or  new,  try  always  to  live  up  to  your 
best;  don*t  let  yourself  dovm.  Miniwanca  is  a camp  of  hard  hitting,  clean  cut  boys 
v;h6sc  ■ motto  is  ”My  own  self,  at  my  very  best  all  the  time,”  Our  country  needs 
leaders  who  tackle  life  in  this  way,  and  in. this  spirit.  Go  to  it,  and  1*11  be 
seeing  you  soon,  in  JUNE, 

— TIadjepi, 

Director,  The  American  Youth,  Foundation 
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